RUSLE2 Version  1.16.1.0 March 3, 2004

Summary of Updates and User Issues:

Soil Conditioning Index:

This version of the model produces a number called the Soil Conditioning Index:  The Soil Conditioning Index (SCI) is an indicator of the change in soil quality that will result from use of the management system (rotation, tillage, etc.) selected for soil loss calculation in RUSLE2.  The SCI can be seen by opening the folder in the Soil Conditioning Index window.  The SCI window is located at the lower left portion of the profile screen, below the soil loss estimate window.
Print Templates:

Many of the print templates have been revised to add T factor and have been simplified.  When the print to MS word template command is selected, only the print templates corresponding to the user template that is open will show.  In other words if a profile is open only the profile print templates will be displayed.   This has inadvertently caused a problem with printing a profile if the profile is part of a worksheet.  In order to print a profile that is part of a worksheet or plan the profile will have to be saved. This will be amended with the next version of the model so that profiles can be printed from worksheets without saving them.
Profiles:

The model has been changed so that any rotation constructed with the rotation builder is temporarily saved into the random access memory.  Because of this change, any rotation that is to be saved permanently must be saved to the CMZxx/c. other local management records folder.  The model will not allow field offices to permanently save management templates to any other location.  Existing templates saved in the temp folder can be imported into the database, but new templates cannot be saved into the temp folder.
Plans and Worksheets:

The Plan and Worksheet portions of the model are now available for use. 
BE AWARE: When adding a profile to a worksheet the model will copy the management template from the system above. Changes to the management system in the added profile, like adding a year to the rotation or modifying the type of tillage and then selecting apply will also change the management template in the original profile.  
There are three options to overcome this problem:
1. Save the management system in the first template by selecting save and saving it into the other local management records folder.  This makes it a permanent management template.  Then copy the profile and any changes that are made to the rotation or tillage tools will force the model to come up with a new temporary management template.
2. Build the rotation in the second profile starting with a single year single crop template entered into the base management window.  This overwrites everything in the rotation builder and forces the model to build a new management template.
3. Select something in the base management window that is different from the management template used in the copied profile.  This could be an existing saved management template.  As in option #2 this forces the model to overwrite what is in the rotation builder and the management templates will not be linked between the original and the copied profiles.
Changes can be made to the other parts of a copied profile, ie contouring, stripcropping, etc. without changing the rotation.   So if the there are no changes to the management template, the profile can be copied and used without worrying about problems with the management template.  Example:  the present management template is 2corn-oats-3hay.  Now you’d like to see the change in soil loss by adding contouring.  Copy the profile and change the contouring.  There is no need to alter the rotation in this example because it is staying the same.  
New User Template:

Wisconsin First3 is a new user template that is built to work with this latest version of the model.  Some of the windows have been widened to make selections more visible.  The Wisconsin First3.xml file will need to be pasted into the C:/Program files/usda/rusle2/users folder. 

To use this template, open RUSLE2.  On the command line select Options/template/load.  Select Wisconsin First3.xml.    To make this the template that is always used by the model, go to Options/template/edit current, select the startup tab and be sure the box is checked that says use this template on startup.

Now close the template and save.  It is ok to overwrite the existing Wisconsin First3 template.

