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With the lack of rainfall this summer, the pasture grasses have all gone dormant.  They will spring back once we get some rains, hopefully by August.   In order to maximize the re-growth of pasture grasses when it does rain, you should apply about 50 pounds of nitrogen fertilizer per acre to pastures, especially those that are low in legumes.  
Another way to get the maximum amount of forage for the fall is to plant an annual crop.  Oat would provide the most dry matter if we get rain in early August.   Oat should be planted by the first of August to provide feed from October into November.   Oats will keep their quality even after frost.   If you want to extend the grazing into November, add some turnip seed, about 2 lbs. with 1 to 2 bushels of oat per acre.   Many graziers have had good results with purple top turnips.
Triticale and cereal rye are good annuals to plant in the fall and have some green forage to graze in the spring since it doesn’t winterkill.  Rye will produce more tonnage, but triticale stays palatable longer in the spring.  Plant 1.5 to 2 bushels per acre.
The chances of getting rain in August through September are good in Wisconsin, so plant early and wait for rain.   Even if it doesn’t rain until September, it is too late to plant so you are better off planting by the first of August.  They may not get real tall and thick but there will be something green to harvest, and it will have very high quality.
Light tillage in the top few inches is all you need to do on existing pastures.  Fields with failed row crops can be no-tilled or disked once the crop is cut for silage.  There is no need to plow the sod which may become a problem holding up under livestock in a wet fall.  
Fall oats are very digestible and high in energy and livestock will perform well on them.  A producer in Northern Wisconsin writes that he took a sample in early November of 2011 and the oats tested 344 RFQ (relative feed quality), .80 NEL (net energy per lactation), and 81.5 percent digestibility.   This should be very good results in milk or meat production.  


