Environmental Quality Incentives Program FY 2013 Plan of Operations for the Driftless Area Landscape Conservation Initiative in Wisconsin

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) offers financial assistance to agricultural producers to implement on-farm conservation practices.  Eligible land is determined by the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and is based on an identified resource concern. Eligible producers may apply for financial assistance on conservation practices that will address the identified resource concerns in the Driftless Area.  

Eligible Practices and Payment Rates: See the FY13 Wisconsin NRCS Driftless Area Landscape Conservation Initiative web site for the list of eligible practices and associated payment rates.  http://www.wi.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/DALCI/dalci.html

Application Period:  Applications may be taken at any time and those received by March 15, 2013 will be evaluated and ranked for FY 2013 funding consideration.       

Interested applicants may apply in person at the local USDA Service Center.  Applicants may also request EQIP assistance by telephone, FAX, e-mail, or letter.  Applicants may locate their local office using this link:  http://www.wi.nrcs.usda.gov/contact/directory.asp

Funding Pools:  Applications will be placed in a funding pool based upon the land use where the identified resource concern(s) will be treated.  If the application contains multiple land uses, the application will be placed in the funding pool that covers the predominant cost of the application.  Applicants may choose to apply in more than one funding pool if the practices in the applications can operate independently of each other.  

There will be a total of four different fund pools available to EQIP applicants.  Participants applying for funds will be competing for funds within the Driftless Area.  Each funding pool will use a uniform ranking system.  Below are the pools identified for this FY2013 EQIP initiative:  

	Driftless Area Conservation Initiative Fund Pools

	Working Lands

	Forestland

	Prairie/Savanna

	Cold Water Streams



Ranking:  Scoring of all eligible applications will be done after the application ranking period has ended.  Scoring of the applications will be done according to the scoring system posted on the FY13 Wisconsin NRCS Driftless Area Conservation Initiative web site for the appropriate funding pool(s).  Applications will be selected for plan development and contracting in ranked order according to the score as funds allow.  In the event of a tie score, the assign tracking code feature in ProTracts (the NRCS will assign random numbers to applications to be used as a tiebreaker.    

Funding:  Available EQIP funds will be allocated based on the numerical ranking system set forth on the website.  All ranking will be conducted in ProTracts.  If insufficient funds are available to fund all eligible applicants, applications will be held and may be funded with extra EQIP funds received later during the fiscal year, or deferred to the next ranking period.







