Environmental Quality Incentives Program FY 2012 Plan of Operations for National Water Quality Initiative


The NRCS National Water Quality Initiative is a new strategy to focus conservation investments in critical small watersheds. In each state, NRCS collaborates with water quality agencies and local stakeholders to identify watersheds having high nonpoint source nutrient and sediment loadings and the opportunity to make significant progress on reducing those loads. 

In Wisconsin, the NWQI is committed to improving three impaired watersheds. These watersheds were identified with assistance from state agencies, key partners, and the State Technical Committee. Wisconsin NRCS will make available nearly $900,000 in financial assistance this year to farmers, ranchers and forest landowners in these three watersheds.

Waumaundee Creek watershed (attach link to narrative, plus map)

Big Green Lake watershed (attach link to narrative, plus map)

Little Sugar River watershed (attach link to narrative, plus map)



Financial Assistance for Conservation on working lands

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) offers financial assistance to agricultural producers to implement on-farm conservation practices.  Eligible land is determined by the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and is based on identified resource concerns. Eligible producers may apply for financial assistance for conservation practices that will address the identified resource concerns of Water Quality, Fish and Wildlife, and Water Quantity.  Please see the maps on this website of the eligible watersheds for this initiative.


Eligible Practices and Payment Rates: See the FY12 NWQI Wisconsin NRCS List of Eligible Practices posted on the WI NRCS web site.

Funding Pools: All applicants for NWQI in Wisconsin will compete in a single funding pool, except for Conservation Activity Plans (CAPs) which will be funded in a separate pool.  Historically underserved applicants who are selected for funding will receive the historically underserved payment rates.

Screening and Ranking: All eligible applications will be screened and placed in a category of “High”, “Medium” or “Low” according to the screening worksheet posted on this webpage. Those screening “High” or “Medium” will be ranked according to the extent to which they address existing resource concerns. In the event of a tie raking score, the assign tracking code feature in ProTracts (the NRCS will assign random numbers to applications to be used as a tiebreaker). “Low” priority applications will not be ranked.

Funding:  Available EQIP funds will be allocated based on the numerical ranking system set forth above. Applications not funded may be deferred until future funding opportunities.

NWQI Application Period:  Applications may be taken at any time.  
· All eligible “High” priority applications received by the close of business on Friday May 18th, will be ranked and considered for funding. 
· All eligible “High” and “Medium” priority applications received by June 15th, 2012, including any unfunded “high” priority applications from the first application period, will be ranked and considered for funding.

Interested applicants may apply in person at the Green Lake, Buffalo, Green or Dane USDA Service Center.  Applicants may also request program assistance by telephone, FAX, e-mail, or letter.  The office address’ are:

Buffalo County Courthouse, 407 S. 2nd Street, PO Box 88, Alma, WI 54610-0088 
	608-685-4454 fax 608-685-4540
Monroe Service Center, 1627 4th Avenue West, Monroe, WI 53566
	608-325-4195 fax 608-329-4894
Green Lake Service Center, W1740 North Street, Suite 100, Green Lake, WI 54941
	920-294-640 fax 920-294-1031
Madison Service Center, 1 Fen Oak, Room 208, Madison, WI 53718-8812
	608-224-3750 fax 608-224-3745



Links to post on this page:
· Statewide NWQI map, and three watershed maps
· Eligible practices and payment rates
· Screening worksheet
· Ranking worksheet (one per each of three watersheds)

