EQIP Water Quality Initiative

Lower Waumandee Creek

12-digit HUC name:  	“Waumandee Creek” (lower portion of the Waumandee watershed)
12-digit HUC code:  	070400030405
12-digit HUC acres: 	22,637
County:		Buffalo County 

303d impaired waters in this HUC:  	Yeagar Valley Stream
Impairment/Pollutant(s):  Degraded Habitat caused by Sediment/Total Suspended Solids

The Waumandee Creek Watershed was part of a larger Priority Watershed project from the Wisconsin Fund program.  The Buffalo LCD did an inventory in the mid-1980’s.  Funds were contracted with producers and conservation practices were implemented across the Waumandee watershed.  Practices included waterways, grade stabilization structures, streambank riprap, barnyard runoff, diversions, and streambank fencing.  This project is now completed. As a result of the work, Eagle Valley Creek has been removed from the 303D list. 
The Yeager Valley Stream tributary of the 12-digit HUC Waumandee Creek remains on the 303D list for Sediment/Total Suspended Solids. Conservation practices will focus on upland treatment to reduce sediment loading. These practices would be contour buffer systems, critical area planting, grade stabilization structures and conservation planning to tolerable soil loss. Due to intensive row cropping on Class IV and VI land, an increased number of absentee landowners and current commodity prices, planning is critical to reduce sediment.  The stream corridor would include streambank fencing, riprap, critical area planting, and buffers.  Aquatic habitat structures would be implemented with the streambank stabilization practices.  These would include lunkers, boulders, weirs, cross logs, root wads, and hibernaculums. 
Currently, we have partnered with local conservation clubs, schools (FFA Chapters and science classes), Trout Unlimited, WDNR and Buffalo County to complete erosion control and aquatic habitat projects in this watershed.  The local conservation clubs have worked with producers to secure public access for fishing on some of our current projects.  Buffalo County LCD has secured a grant from Water Action Volunteers (WAV) to do water monitoring in this watershed. The monitoring will include temperature, clarity, velocity, invertebrates, oxygenation and other tests. This will be completed by community volunteers including science classes, FFA Chapters, and 4-H clubs.


