EQIP PROGRAM IN COLUMBIA COUNTY, WISCONSIN FY2013


The Environmental Quality Incentives Program offers financial assistance to agricultural producers to implement on-farm conservation practices. Eligible producers and land is determined by the Natural Resources Conservation Service and is based on an identified resource concern. Eligible producers may apply for financial assistance on conservation practices that will address the identified resource concerns.  

Interested agricultural producers may apply in person at the Columbia County USDA Service Center (NRCS).  Applicants may also request EQIP assistance by telephone (608-742-5361 x3), FAX (608-742-0194), e-mail (twyla.kite@wi.usda.gov), or letter.  A signed application must be received no later than the close of business on the application evaluation cutoff date, to be announced.  Send applications to: 2912 Red Fox Run; Portage, WI 53901-3400 or Fax number: 608-742-0194.

Priority Resource Concerns:  In Columbia County for FY2013, the Local Work Group (LWG) has identified the following resource concerns as being the top priority for cost share assistance:  

1) Soil Erosion – Sheet & Rill, Ephemeral, Classic Gully  and Streambank
2) Water Quality – Harmful Levels of Nutrients & Organics, Pesticides, &/or Pathogens in Surface &/or Groundwater

Eligible Practices and Cost Share Rates:  See the attachment posted on the website for Columbia County.

Application Period:  Applications may be taken at any time.  The signup period has not been officially announced at this time.  NRCS in Columbia County will not approve applications until EQIP funds have been provided to the state.

Ranking:  Scoring of all eligible applications will be done after the application ranking period has been announced and the cutoff date has passed.  Scoring of the applications will be done according to the Application Ranking Tool Summary for the Southeast Area posted on this web page.  

Applications will be selected for plan development and contracting in ranked order according to the score as available funds allow.  If insufficient funds are available to fund all eligible applications, applications will be held and may be reranked with any subsequently received applications during FY2013 if another application ranking period is announced.

The scoring process outlined on the application ranking tool is straightforward. 



