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The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) offers financial assistance to agricultural producers to implement on-farm conservation practices.  Eligible land is determined by the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and is based on an identified resource concern. Eligible producers may apply for financial assistance on conservation practices that will address the identified resource concerns.  

Interested agricultural producers may apply in person at the Dunn County USDA Service Center. Applicants may also request EQIP assistance by telephone, FAX, e-mail, or letter.  (A signed application must be received no later than the close of business on the application evaluation cutoff date). For more information you can contact our office at:

USDA-NRCS				
390 Red Cedar St Suite B				                         
Menomonie, WI 54751
Phone:  715-232-2614 Ext. 101
Fax:  715-232-1520    

Eligible Practices and Payment Rates: 
See the attachment posted on the website for the applicable funding pool.

Application Period:  
Applications may be taken at any time.  Ranking cut-off will be set by the State Office refer to: http://www.wi.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip.html for more information. 

Funding Pools:  
Applications will be placed in a funding pool based upon the land use where the identified resource concern(s) will be treated. There are seven different fund pools available to EQIP applicants.  Participants applying for funds under the Headquarters, Forestry, Specialty Crop, Beginner Farmer and Socially Disadvantaged Farmer pools will compete for funds within the NRCS NW Wisconsin Area. Participants applying for funds under the local Cropland and Pasture fund pools will compete for funds at the county level.  

	Area Fund Pools
	County Fund Pools

	Headquarters
	Cropland

	Forestry
	Pasture

	Specialty Crop	
		

	Beginner Farmer
	

	Socially Disadvantaged Farmer
	



Applications will be placed in a funding pool based upon the land use where the identified resource concern(s) will be treated.  If the application contains multiple land uses, the application will be placed in the funding pool that covers the predominant cost of the application.  Applicants may choose to apply in more than one funding pool if the practices in the applications can operate independently of each other.  Applications in the Beginning Farmer or Socially Disadvantaged funding pools will contain all the practices being applied for.  
[image: HPHtLEx]
Ranking:  Scoring of all eligible applications will be done after the application ranking period has ended.  Scoring of the applications will be done according to the scoring system posted on this webpage for the appropriate funding pool(s).  Applications will be selected for plan development and contracting in ranked order according to the score as funds allow.  In the event of a tie score, the assign tracking code feature in ProTracts (the NRCS) will assign random numbers to applications to be used as a tiebreaker.

Priority Resource Concerns: The Dunn County Local Working Group (LWG) determined the primary resource concerns to be:  Soil Erosion, Surface and Groundwater Quality, Plant Production and Domestic Animals.  
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The LWG identified the following practices as the best management practices to solve the Dunn County Priority Resource Concerns as mention above.  


Access Control (472) 
Access Road (560) 
Windbreak/Shelterbelt Establishment (380) 
Closure Waste Impoundments (360) 
Contour Buffer Strips (332) 
Diversion (362) 
Forest Management Plan (106) 
Forest Trails and Landings (655) 
Grade Stabilization (410 
Grassed Waterways (412) 
Nutrient Management Planning (590) 
Pasture Hayland Planting (512) 
Prescribe Burning (338) 
Prescribe Grazing (528) 
Riparian Forest Buffer (391) 
Roof Runoff Structure (558) 
Sediment Basins(350) 
Stream Crossing (578) 
Stream Habitat Improvement and Management (395) 
Streambank and Shoreline Protection (580 
Tree/Shrub Establishment (612) 
Underground Outlet(620) 
Vegetated Treatment Strip(635) 
Watering Facility (614)
Pipeline (516) 
Well Decommissioning (351) 
Field Border (386)


Priority Area: 
Practices located within the “The Hay River and/or Pine Creek and Red Cedar River” will receive extra points if  the application contains practices that positively impact soil erosion, and water quality resource concerns.  See table Map A and Table A-B.


Funding:  
The NRCS NW Area and/or Dunn Local Work Group will allocate the available EQIP funds based on the numerical ranking system set forth on the website.  All ranking will be conducted in ProTracts.  If insufficient funds are available to fund all eligible applicants, applications will be held and may be funded with extra EQIP funds received later during the fiscal year, or deferred to the next ranking period.
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 CROP Fund Pool Table A 
*Possitive impact is defeined as ≥ 1in the Wisconsin CPPE
	Practice Name
	Practice Code
	Soil Erosion

	Water Quality


	
	
	Classic Gully
	Ephemeral Gully
	Sheet and Rill
	Shoreline
	Streambank
	Excessive Nutrients and Organics in Surface Water
	Excessive Suspended Sediment and Turbidity in Surface Water
	Harmful Levels of Pathogens in Surface Water
	Harmful Temperatures of Surface Water

	Access Control
	472
	5
	3
	3
	5
	5
	0
	0
	1
	1

	Access Road
	560
	3
	3
	0
	3
	3
	3
	1
	0
	0

	Brush Management
	314
	1
	1
	3
	3
	3
	0
	3
	0
	-1

	Conservation Cover
	327
	3
	5
	5
	3
	0
	5
	3
	3
	3

	Conservation Crop Rotation
	328
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	3
	2
	1
	1

	Contour Buffer Strips
	332
	1
	3
	5
	1
	1
	3
	3
	3
	0

	Contour Farming
	330
	1
	3
	3
	1
	1
	3
	3
	1
	0

	Cover Crop
	340
	3
	3
	5
	1
	1
	3
	2
	1
	1

	Critical Area Planting
	342
	5
	3
	5
	5
	5
	3
	4
	1
	1

	Diversion
	362
	5
	5
	3
	3
	3
	5
	2
	5
	0

	Field Border
	386
	2
	5
	5
	1
	1
	3
	2
	2
	0

	Filter Strip
	393
	1
	1
	1
	3
	3
	5
	5
	3
	3

	Grade Stabilization Structure
	410
	5
	0
	0
	3
	3
	3
	2
	0
	0

	Grassed Waterway
	412
	5
	3
	1
	0
	0
	3
	2
	1
	0

	Heavy Use Area Protection
	561
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	1
	2
	1
	-1

	Lined Waterway or Outlet
	468
	5
	1
	1
	1
	1
	3
	2
	0
	0

	Mulching
	484
	5
	3
	5
	3
	3
	5
	2
	1
	1

	Nutrient Management
	590
	3
	3
	1
	1
	1
	5
	0
	3
	0

	Obstruction Removal
	500
	1
	1
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Residue and Tillage Management, No-Till/Strip Till/Direct Seed
	329
	0
	1
	2
	0
	0
	1
	2
	1
	0

	Sediment Basin
	350
	3
	0
	0
	1
	1
	5
	4
	5
	-3

	Shallow Water Management for Wildlife
	646
	0
	0
	0
	3
	0
	1
	2
	2
	0

	Stream Crossing
	578
	0
	0
	0
	0
	3
	-1
	2
	-1
	0

	Stream Habitat Improvement and Management
	395
	0
	0
	0
	3
	1
	1
	3
	1
	3

	Streambank and Shoreline Protection
	580
	3
	1
	1
	5
	5
	3
	3
	1
	0

	Stripcropping
	585
	3
	5
	5
	1
	1
	3
	3
	3
	1

	Structure for Water Control
	587
	5
	1
	0
	5
	5
	3
	1
	1
	-1

	Subsurface Drain
	606
	3
	0
	0
	3
	3
	-3
	2
	-3
	3

	Tree/Shrub Establishment
	612
	1
	3
	3
	1
	1
	3
	4
	3
	3

	Underground Outlet
	620
	3
	3
	1
	3
	3
	3
	0
	3
	1

	Upland Wildlife Habitat Management
	645
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	1

	Water and Sediment Control Basin
	638
	5
	0
	0
	3
	3
	5
	4
	3
	-3

	Wetland Creation
	658
	0
	0
	0
	3
	0
	3
	2
	1
	0

	Wetland Restoration
	657
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	3
	2
	3
	3

	Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management
	644
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	3
	1
	0

	Windbreak/Shelterbelt Establishment
	380
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0

	Windbreak/Shelterbelt Renovation
	650
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0


Pature Fund Pool Table B
Possitive impact is defeined as ≥ 1in the Wisconsin CPPE
	PracticeName
	Practice Code
	Soil Erosion

	Water Quality


	
	
	Classic Gully
	Ephemeral Gully
	Sheet and Rill
	Shoreline
	Streambank
	 Excessive Nutrients and Organics in Surface Water
	Excessive Suspended Sediment and Turbidity in Surface Water
	Harmful Levels of Pathogens in Surface Water
	Harmful Temperatures of Surface Water

	Access Control
	472
	5
	3
	3
	5
	5
	0
	0
	1
	1

	Access Road
	560
	3
	3
	0
	3
	3
	3
	1
	0
	0

	Animal Trails and Walkways
	575
	0
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	0
	1
	0

	Brush Management
	314
	1
	1
	3
	3
	3
	0
	3
	0
	-1

	Fence
	382
	3
	3
	1
	5
	5
	3
	0
	3
	1

	Grazing Land Mechanical Treatment
	548
	1
	3
	3
	1
	1
	2
	2
	2
	0

	Heavy Use Area Protection
	561
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	1
	2
	1
	-1

	Herbaceous Weed Control
	315
	3
	3
	3
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Pasture and Hay Planting
	512
	1
	1
	3
	1
	1
	1
	2
	1
	1

	Pipeline
	516
	1
	1
	1
	3
	3
	0
	0
	3
	1

	Prescribed Grazing
	528
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3

	Stream Crossing
	578
	0
	0
	0
	0
	3
	-1
	2
	-1
	0

	Watering Facility
	614
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	2
	1
	0
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