



Environmental Quality Incentives Program FY 2013 Plan of Operations for
 Green County, Wisconsin

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) offers financial assistance to agricultural producers to implement on-farm conservation practices.  Eligible land is determined by the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and is based on an identified resource concern. Eligible producers may apply for financial assistance on conservation practices that will address the identified resource concerns.  

Eligible Practices and Payment Rates: See the FY13 Wisconsin NRCS List of Eligible Practices posted on the WI NRCS web site. 

Application Period: Applications may be taken at any time.  The sign-up period will be announced in the 1st quarter of FY13.  All eligible applications received by the close of business on the last day of the sign-up period will be evaluated and ranked for FY 2013 funding consideration.   
    
Interested applicants may apply in person at the Green County USDA Service Center. Applicants may also request EQIP assistance by telephone, FAX, e-mail or letter. The office address is: 1627 4th Avenue West, Monroe, WI  53566. The telephone number is (608) 325-3195, and the FAX is (608) 329-4894.

Funding Pools:  Applications will be placed in a funding pool based upon the land use where the identified resource concern(s) will be treated.  If the application contains multiple land uses, the application will be placed in the funding pool that covers the predominant cost of the application.  Applicants may choose to apply in more than one funding pool if the practices in the applications can operate independently of each other.   Applications in the Beginning Farmer or Socially Disadvantaged funding pools will contain all the practices being applied for.  

There will be a total of seven different fund pools available to EQIP applicants.  Participants applying for funds under the Farmstead, Forestland, Specialty Crops, Beginning Farmer, and Socially Disadvantaged Farmer Fund Pools will be competing for funds within the NRCS SW Wisconsin Area 3. Participants applying for funds under the Cropland and Pasture Fund Pools will be competing for funds at the county level.  The area pools will use a uniform ranking system. The Green LWG ranking tool will address local resource concerns for cropland and pasture.  Below are the pools identified for the FY2013 EQIP sign-up:  








	Area Fund Pools
	County Fund Pools

	Farmstead
	Cropland

	Forestland
	Pasture

	Specialty Crops
	

	Beginning Farmer
	

	Socially Disadvantaged Farmer
	




Ranking:  Scoring of all eligible applications will be done after the application ranking period has ended.  Scoring of the applications will be done according to the scoring system posted on this webpage for the appropriate funding pool(s).  Applications will be selected for plan development and contracting in ranked order according to the score as funds allow.  In the event of a tie score, the assign tracking code feature in ProTracts will be used.  The NRCS will assign random numbers to applications to be used as a tiebreaker.    

Funding:  Available EQIP funds will be allocated based on the numerical ranking system set forth on the website.  All ranking will be conducted in ProTracts.  If insufficient funds are available to fund all eligible applicants, applications will be held and may be funded with extra EQIP funds received later during the fiscal year, or deferred to the next ranking period.

Contact Information: The Green County USDA Service Center is located at 1627 4th Avenue West, Monroe, WI 53566.   Phone (608) 325-4195 ext 3.     Fax (608) 329-4894

Green County Priorities:

1. Soil Erosion---Classic gully erosion, ephemeral gully, 

Soil erosion control was identified by the work group as our highest priority for Green County. Sustained productivity and soil health are critical.   Surface streams are affected by soil erosion.   Runoff and sediment movement are major concerns, which can be addressed with EQIP and other programs. 

2. Soil Erosion---Excessive sheet and rill erosion

There has been a substantial reduction of the acres of hay grown in Green County and an increase in soybeans.  Many Food Security Act compliance plans were written using alternative cropping systems that result in soil erosion at a more than Tolerable (“T”) level.  Increased emphasis on reducing soil loss to “T” is necessary.





3. Water Quality---Excessive Nutrients and Organics in Surface Water

Many farmsteads in Green County are located near a water source.  As a result, these barnyards today are a serious source of animal waste in surface water.  There is also a lot of manure spreading on steep shallow land.  Both of these problems need treatment to improve water quality.

4. Water Quantity---Flooding/excess surface water

Heavy storms in recent years have caused flooding that has resulted in lost crops and serious erosion.  Upland Conservation practices need to be in place to prevent this damage.

5. Groundwater Quality---Nutrients and organics in groundwater


6. Soil Erosion---Streambank

Streambank erosion and fish habitat degradation are common on Green County streams.   


Priority Areas:  
The priority areas have been identified by increased scoring in the ranking process.     303D watersheds are first priority (Jordan Creek added 2012) and outstanding/exceptional watersheds are second priority.     







