Environmental Quality Incentives Program FY 2013 Plan and Process of Operations for Green Lake County, Wisconsin

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) offers cost share assistance to agricultural producers to implement on-farm conservation practices.  Eligible land is determined by the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and is based on an identified resource concern.  Eligible producers may apply for cost share on conservation practices that will address the identified resource concern.

Interested agricultural producers may apply in person at the Green Lake County NRCS Office.  Applicants may also request EQIP assistance by telephone, fax, email, or letter.  Send applications to: W1740 North Street, Suite 100, Green Lake, Wisconsin 54941; or fax to (920) 294-1031.  The Green Lake office can be reached by telephone at (920) 294-6474, extension 3.  

The objective of the Green Lake County Local Work Group is to foster the awareness of and utilize programs that will further the implementation of the Green Lake County Land and Water Resource Management Plan.  The goals of this plan include “restoring, improving, and protecting ecological diversity and quality, and promoting beneficial land, water, and related resource uses.”  

Priority Resource Concerns: In Green Lake County for FY2012, the Local Work Group (LWG) has identified the following resource concerns as being the top priority for cost share assistance:

Soil erosion and surface water quality are the priority resource concerns. These two concerns are ultimately related.  Water quality is affected by soil erosion, non-point source pollution and runoff.    Through EQIP, runoff from sediment movement and barnyard waste, among others, can be addressed.  


Eligible Practices and Cost Share Rates: See the cost share rates posted on the website for Green Lake County.  

Application Period:  Applications may be taken at any time.  The sign-up period will be announced in the 1st quarter of FY13.  All eligible applications received by the close of business on the last day of the sign-up period will be evaluated and ranked for FY 2013 funding consideration.  NRCS in Green Lake County will not approve applications until EQIP funds have been provided to the state.

Ranking:  Scoring of all eligible applications will be done after the application ranking period has been announced and the cutoff date has passed.  Applications will be selected for plan development and contracting in ranked order according to the score as funds allow.  If insufficient funds are available to fund all eligible applicants, applications will be held and may be re-ranked with any subsequently received applications during fiscal year 2013 if another application ranking period is announced.


Fund Pools:
There are seven different fund pools available to EQIP FY 2013 applicants.  Producers applying for funds under the Farmstead, Forestland, Specialty Crops, Beginning Farmer, and Socially Disadvantaged Farmer Fund Pools will be competing for funds allocated to the Southeast Area.  Producers applying for funds under the Cropland and Pasture Fund Pools will be competing for funds at the county level.  The area fund pools will use a uniform ranking system while the county fund pools will use ranking tools developed to address local resource concerns for cropland and pasture.  
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