Environmental Quality Incentives Program FY 2013 Plan of Operations for Jefferson County, Wisconsin

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) offers financial assistance to agricultural producers to implement on-farm conservation practices.  Eligible land is determined by the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and is based on an identified resource concern. Eligible producers may apply for financial assistance on conservation practices that will address the identified resource concerns.  

Eligible Practices and Payment Rates: See the FY13 Wisconsin NRCS List of Eligible Practices posted on the WI NRCS web site.

Application Period:  Applications may be taken at any time.  The sign-up period will be announced in the 1st quarter of FY13.  All eligible applications received by the close of business on the last day of the sign-up period will be evaluated and ranked for FY 2013 funding consideration.       

Interested applicants may apply in person at the Jefferson County USDA Service Center.  Applicants may also request EQIP assistance by telephone, FAX, e-mail, or letter.  The office address is 134 W. Rockwell Street, Jefferson, WI 53538.  The telephone number is 920-674-2020 ext. 3, and the fax is 920-674-6195.


Funding Pools:  Applications will be placed in a funding pool based upon the land use where the identified resource concern(s) will be treated.  If the application contains multiple land uses, the application will be placed in the funding pool that covers the predominant cost of the application.  Applicants may choose to apply in more than one funding pool if the practices in the applications can operate independently of each other.  Applications in the Beginning Farmer or Socially Disadvantaged funding pools will contain all the practices being applied for. 

There will be a total of seven different fund pools available to EQIP applicants.  Participants applying for funds under the Farmstead, Forestland, Specialty Crops, Beginning Farmer, and Socially Disadvantaged Farmer Fund Pools will be competing for funds within the Southeast area.  Participants applying for funds under the Cropland and Pasture Fund Pools will be competing for funds at the county level.  The area pools will use a uniform ranking system. The Jefferson County LWG ranking tool will address local resource concerns for cropland and pasture.  Below are the pools identified for the FY2013 EQIP sign-up:  
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Ranking:  Scoring of all eligible applications will be done after the application ranking period has ended.  Scoring of the applications will be done according to the scoring system posted on this webpage for the appropriate funding pool(s).  Applications will be selected for plan development and contracting in ranked order according to the score as funds allow.  In the event of a tie score, the assign tracking code feature in ProTracts (the NRCS will assign random numbers to applications to be used as a tiebreaker).    

Funding:  Available EQIP funds will be allocated based on the numerical ranking system set forth on the website.  All ranking will be conducted in ProTracts.  If insufficient funds are available to fund all eligible applicants, applications will be held and may be funded with extra EQIP funds received later during the fiscal year, or deferred to the next ranking period.

Priority Resource Concerns:  The Jefferson County Local Working Group has identified the following resource concerns as priorities for EQIP:
1. Soil Erosion
2. Water Quality
3. Invasive Species Control


Jefferson County Local Working Group

Local Ranking Questions for Cropland & Pasture Fund Pools
1) Does the project include a primary erosion control practice from the following list: Conservation Cover (327), Critical Area Planting (342), Diversion (362), Filter Strip (393),   Grade Stabilization Structure (410), Grassed Waterway (412), Lined Waterway or Outlet (468), Prescribed Grazing (528), Riparian Forest Buffer (391), Streambank and Shoreline Protection (580), Terrace (600), Tree/Shrub Establishment (612), Water and Sediment Control Basin (638), Windbreak/Shelterbelt Establishment/Renovations (380/650)? (170 pts)  

	The application must include one of the following to receive points.
	Conservation Cover (327)
Critical Area Planting (342)
Diversion (362)
Filter Strip (393)
Grade Stabilization Structure (410)
Grassed Waterway (412)
Lined Waterway or Outlet (468)
Prescribed Grazing (528)
Riparian Forest Buffer (391)
Streambank and Shoreline Protection (580)
Terrace (600)
Tree/Shrub Establishment (612)
Water and Sediment Control Basin (638)
Windbreak/Shelterbelt Establishment (380) and Renovation (650)

2) Does the project include a agronomic practice listed below? (75 pts) 
· Conservation Crop Rotation (328)
· Contour Farming (330)
· Cover Crop (340)
· Field Border (386)
· Forage and Biomass Planting (512)
· Residue and Tillage Management – No Till/Strip Till/ Direct Seed (329)
· Stripcropping (585)
The application must include a practice from 1a and one of the following in addition to the primary practice to receive points.

Conservation Crop Rotation (328)
Contour Farming (330)
Cover Crop (340)
Field Border (386)
Forage and Biomass Planting (512)
Residue and Tillage Management – No Till/Strip Till/ Direct Seed (329)
	Stripcropping (585)
	
3) Does the project address the resource concern invasive species through Brush Management (314) and/or Prescribed Burning (335) and/or Forest Stand Improvement (666) and/or Herbaceous Weed Control (315)? (70 pts)
	
A field review will be required to document extent and prevalence of invasive species.  If the review shows that management through one of the above methods is necessary, award the points.  

4) Does the application include the following practices: Agrichemical Handling Facility (309), Anaerobic Digester (366), Closure of Waste Impoundments (360), Monitoring and Evaluation (799), Nutrient Management (590), Roofs and Covers (367)  Solid/Liquid Waste Separation Facility (632),  Waste Storage Facility (313), Waste Transfer (634) Waste Treatment (629)?  (5 pts)
	
	Points will be awarded for the following practices:
	Agrichemical Handling Facility (309)
Anaerobic Digester (366)
Closure of Waste Impoundments (360)
Monitoring and Evaluation (799)
Nutrient Management (590)
Roofs and Covers (367)
Solid/Liquid Waste Separation Facility (632)
Waste Storage Facility (313)
Waste Transfer (634)
Waste Treatment (629)

5) Does the application include any other eligible cost sharing practices, outside of Conservation Activity Plans, not including those listed in question #4? (80 pts)

	Points will be awarded for any eligible practice not mentioned in question #5 as listed in the cook book.  CAP plans are separate contracts and not eligible to be ranked in this pool.




