Environmental Quality Incentives Program FY 2013 Plan of Operations for Menominee County, Wisconsin

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) offers financial assistance to agricultural producers to implement on-farm conservation practices.  Eligible land is determined by the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and is based on an identified resource concern. Eligible producers may apply for financial assistance on conservation practices that will address the identified resource concerns.  

Eligible Practices and Payment Rates: See the FY13 Wisconsin NRCS List of Eligible Practices posted on the WI NRCS web site.

Application Period:  Applications may be taken at any time.  The sign-up period will be announced in the 1st quarter of FY13.  All eligible applications received by the close of business on the last day of the sign-up period will be evaluated and ranked for FY 2013 funding consideration.       

Interested applicants may apply in person at the Shawano/Menominee County USDA Service Center.  Applicants may also request EQIP assistance by telephone, FAX, e-mail, or letter.  The office address is 603C Lakeland Road, Shawano, WI  54166.  The telephone number is 715-524-8520 Ext. 113, and the fax is 715-526-6121.


Funding Pools:  Applications will be placed in a funding pool based upon the land use where the identified resource concern(s) will be treated.  If the application contains multiple land uses, the application will be placed in the funding pool that covers the predominant cost of the application.  Applicants may choose to apply in more than one funding pool if the practices in the applications can operate independently of each other.  Applications in the Beginning Farmer or Socially Disadvantaged funding pools will contain all the practices being applied for. 

There will be a total of seven different fund pools available to EQIP applicants.  Participants applying for funds under the Farmstead, Forestland, Specialty Crops, Beginning Farmer, and Socially Disadvantaged Farmer Fund Pools will be competing for funds within the Northeast Area.  Participants applying for funds under the Cropland and Pasture Fund Pools will be competing for funds at the county level.  The area pools will use a uniform ranking system. The Menominee County LWG ranking tool will address local resource concerns for cropland and pasture.  Below are the pools identified for the FY2013 EQIP sign-up:  
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Ranking:  Scoring of all eligible applications will be done after the application ranking period has ended.  Scoring of the applications will be done according to the scoring system posted on this webpage for the appropriate funding pool(s).  Applications will be selected for plan development and contracting in ranked order according to the score as funds allow.  In the event of a tie score, the assign tracking code feature in ProTracts (the NRCS will assign random numbers to applications to be used as a tiebreaker.    

Funding:  Available EQIP funds will be allocated based on the numerical ranking system set forth on the website.  All ranking will be conducted in ProTracts.  If insufficient funds are available to fund all eligible applicants, applications will be held and may be funded with extra EQIP funds received later during the fiscal year, or deferred to the next ranking period.

Priority Resource Concerns:  The Menominee County Local Working Group has identified the following resource concerns as priorities for EQIP:

· Water Quality – Excessive Suspended Sediment and Turbidity in Surface Water was identified by the work group for Menominee County/Reservation.  Soil erosion associated with inadequate riparian buffers, degraded forest roads/stream crossings, overgrown trout streams, and damaged shorelines all raise the concern of sedimentation with reduced water quality.  Menominee County/Reservation as a whole does not have major soil erosion problems with the exception of isolated areas.
· Fish and Wildlife – Inadequate Cover/Shelter was identified by the work group as an important resource concern.  Improvements and maintenance of fish and wildlife habitat is important to the residents of Menominee County/Reservation.  The County/Reservation is home to several federally protected species (Karner Blue Butterfly, Bald Eagle, and Timber Wolf) and any work to protect and enhance the habitats of these species is most beneficial.  Other concerns associated with Inadequate Cover/Shelter include: insufficient riparian buffers, erosion of forest roads/stream crossings, presence of invasive plants/animals, restoration of wild rice, degraded trout streams, and maintenance of forest openings.
· Plant Condition – T&E Plant Species: Declining Species, Species of Concern was brought out as an important resource concern by the LWG.  The maintenance of plant diversity is critical to ensuring a healthy ecosystem for sustaining diverse fish and wildlife populations as well as the overall success of the Tribes sustainable forestry initiatives/goals.
· Plant Condition – Noxious and Invasive Plants, is based on the need to maintain the health of the County’s/ Reservations forests (County/Reservation being approximately 95% wooded) by targeting projects that will address biodiversity, invasive species, and forest openings.
· Soil Erosion – Road, Road Sides and Construction Sites.  This resource is directly linked to surface water quality due to the large number of forest roads with the potential for soil erosion.






