EQIP PROGRAM FOR WASHINGTON/OZAUKEE COUNTIES, WISCONSIN FY 2013


The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) offers financial assistance to agricultural producers to implement on-farm conservation practices.  Eligible land is determined by the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and is based on an identified resource concern. Eligible producers may apply for financial assistance on conservation practices that will address the identified resource concerns.  

Interested agricultural producers can apply in person at the Washington/Ozaukee County USDA Agricultural Service Center, at the Natural Resources Conservation Service.  Applicants can also request EQIP assistance via telephone, fax, e-mail, or written communication.  Interested applicants must keep in mind that a signed eligible application must be received at the Agricultural Service Center no later than the close of business on the application evaluation cutoff date (see below in application period).

	USDA – Natural Resources Conservation Service
	Agricultural Service Center
	333 East Washington St, Suite 3200
	West Bend, WI  53095
	Telephone:  262.335.4801
	Fax:  262.335.4171
	E-mail:  josh.odekirk@wi.usda.gov


Priority Resource Concerns  
In Washington and Ozaukee Counties for FY2013 EQIP monies, the Local Work Group has given equal priority for the resources soil, water, plants, and animals, and for land uses cropland, pasture, forest, and wildlife habitat.  The Southeast Area ranking system identified that surface water quality, groundwater quality, soil erosion, and non-point source pollution and runoff are closely connected.  The ranking system included National priorities, Statewide and Local resource issues and concerns.  

The primary resource concerns for Washington and Ozaukee County for FY2013 are as follows;

· Soil Erosion – Sheet and Rill
· Soil Erosion – Ephemeral Gully
· Soil Erosion – Classic Gully
· Soil Erosion – Stream Bank
· Soil Condition – Organic Matter Depletion
· Soil Condition – Contaminants – Animal Waste and Other Organics – P
· Water Quality – Excessive Nutrients and Organics in Groundwater
· Water Quality – Harmful Levels of Pesticides in Surface Water
· Water Quality – Harmful Levels of Organics in Surface Water
· Water Quality – Excessive Suspended Sediment and Turbidity in Surface Water
· Plant Condition – Noxious and Invasive Plants
· Plant Condition – Forage Quality and Palatability
· Domestic  Animals – Inadequate Stock Water

Priority Practices
In Washington and Ozaukee Counties for FY2013 EQIP monies, the Local Work Group has set a list of priority practices for the cropland and pasture land uses. They are as follows;

· Cropland 
· Grassed Waterway
· Nutrient Management
· Cover Crop
· Critical Area Planting
· Well Decommissioning
· Wetland Creation
· Wetland Restoration
· Conservation Cover
· Filter Strip
· Field Border

· Pasture
· Prescribed Grazing
· Pasture and Hayland Planting
· Access Control

Eligible Practices and Cost Share Rates
See the document posted on this website for Washington/Ozaukee Counties.
  
Funding Pools:  Applications will be placed in a funding pool based upon the land use where the identified resource concern(s) will be treated; or based on the application type.  Seven funding pools have been established for EQIP FY 2013.  Applicants applying for funds under the Farmstead, Forestry, Specialty Crop, Beginner Farmer, and Socially Disadvantaged Farmer fund pool, will compete for funds allocated to the NRCS Southeast Area.  The NRCS Southeast Area includes eighteen counties in the southeast quadrant of the state.  Applicants applying for funds under the Cropland or Pasture fund pool will be compete for funds allocated to Ozaukee County.  If the application contains multiple land uses, the application will be placed in the funding pool that covers the predominant cost of the application.  Applicants may choose to apply in more than one funding pool if the practices in the applications can operate independently of each other.  Applications in the Beginning Farmer or Socially Disadvantaged Farmer funding pools will contain all the practices being applied for.  Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (102) will only be available in the Farmstead, Beginning Farmer, and Socially Disadvantaged Farmer fund pools.  

Ranking:  Scoring of all eligible applications will be done after the application ranking period has ended.  Scoring of the applications will be done according to the scoring system posted on this webpage for the appropriate funding pool(s).  Applications will be selected for plan development and contracting in ranked order according to the score as funds allow.  In the event of application ranking score ties, the application that has the higher tracking code (i.e. random number generated in ProTracts) will receive funding priority.  ProTracts is the contracting software used by NRCS to manage conservation program applications.         

Funding:  NRCS will allocate the available EQIP funds based on the numerical ranking system set forth on the WI NRCS website.  All ranking will be conducted in ProTracts.  If insufficient funds are available to fund all eligible applicants, applications will be held and may be funded with extra EQIP funds received later during the fiscal year, or deferred to the next ranking period.

